TestingTimes

HIV Positive? - 1t

depends where you live

Take a look at the criteria that determine a positive HIV test result

for any antibodies that react with an assortment of
‘virus-proteins’ that experts assure us are unique
to HIV.

According to AIDS-experts, the ELISA test is not very spe-
cific and may react in the absence of HIV infection, and thus if
positive is repeated, and if still positive warrants a third, but dif-
ferent, test called the Western blot. In the Western blot the
‘virus-proteins’, about ten of them, are located at discrete spots
in a paper strip. Serum is added and whenever there is a reaction
with some antibodies a colour change occurs which shows up as
a dark band. The test is read by noting which bands show up, in
other words, which proteins are reacting. Certain combinations
of bands are defined as a positive test.

It is most peculiar that the location and number of bands

The HIV antibody tests do not detect a virus. They test

required for a positive Western blot VARY around the world,
and may even vary between laboratories within the same city. In
Australia at least four bands are required, in Canada and much of
the USA three or more. And in Africa two will do. If each indi-
cates HIV infection then HIV must cause different populations of
antibodies to appear in different places. Does that not sound very
0dd? Can HIV navigate? But at least it gives some Africans a
way out: all an African has to do is retest in Australia because
two bands would not be considered positive there.

Nevertheless, in spite of lack of standardisation and other
problems such as reproducibility, the Western blot is promoted
as greater than 99.9% specific, and if positive is regarded as syn-
onymous with HIV infection.

A Martian might be forgiven for wondering whether wine-
tasting was less subjective.
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HIV + Western Blot Test Criteria in various centres around the world
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